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THE HEAVENLY BLISS
There is ample evidence that Siva was worshipped in
one form or other in almost every country in the past. He
is worshipped in India from Kashmir to Kanyakumari and
from Somanath to Kalighat. His various manifestations are
Ardhanareswara, Bhikshatana, Bhairava, Dakshinamurthi
and Nataraja famous for His cosmic dance. The popular
worship of Siva is in the form of a Linga, which is a symbolic
representation. He is worshipped as a Creator, sustainer
and annihilator. Saivism, a cardinal aspect of Hinduism, is
as old as India and perhaps even older.
In symbolic language of Hinduism, Sakti is the wife
of Siva. His Parasakti Uma lends variety, colour, beauty and
grandeur to Siva's form and is the very core of His being,
the very essence of His nature and the very core of His
existance. Twenty eight Agamas and ten Puranas extol Siva.
Saivism is a spiritual as well as a social organisation. It is
full of life, wisdom and burning devotion. Swami
Vivekananda pointed out, "Saivism is the most eloborate,
influential and undoubtedly the most intrinsically valuable
of all the religions of India". "It stands for all that is sublime
in the Siva Cult.Saivism has richly affiliated itself with the
great stream of Indian philosophy," observed Dr.
Radhakrishnan.
We find in this great work the most luminous
utterances of human spirit.
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